IMPORT QUOTAS

CONTENTS:

Quota Administration






2

General Information





2

Absolute Quotas





3

Tariff‑Rate Quotas





3

Commodities Subject to Import Quotas



3

Absolute Quotas





3

Tariff‑Rate Quotas – HTSUS




4

Tariff-Rate Quotas – GATT




4

Quotas Established By Special Legislation or


5

Negotiations


African Growth and




5


Opportunity Act (AGOA)


Andean Trade Promotion and Drug


5

Eradication Act (ATPDEA)


U.S.-Australia Free Trade Agreement

6


Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)
6


U.S.-Central America-Dominican


6


Republic Free Trade Agreement


U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement


7

U.S.-Israel Agreement on Trade in


7


Agricultural Products


U.S.-Jordan Free Trade in Agricultural

7


Products


U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement


7


North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
8


U.S.- Singapore Free Trade Agreement

8

Quotas Administered By Other Agencies



9

Watches and Watch Movements



9

Dairy Products





9

QUOTA ADMINISTRATION

general information

Import quotas control the amount or volume of various commodities that can be imported into the United States during a specified period of time. Quotas are established by legislation, Presidential Proclamations or Executive Orders.  Quotas are announced in specific legislation or may be provided for in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).

United States import quotas may be divided into two types: absolute and tariff‑rate. Absolute quotas strictly limit the quantity of goods that may enter the commerce of the United States for a specific period. Tariff‑rate quotas permit a specified quantity of imported merchandise to be entered at a reduced rate of duty during the quota period. Once the tariff-rate quota limit is reached, goods may still be entered, but at a higher rate of duty.  Many Free Trade Agreements and special trade legislation establish tariff preference levels (TPL), which CBP administers like tariff‑rate quotas.  Quota merchandise is subject to the usual CBP procedural requirements applicable to other imports.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) administers the majority of import quotas. The Commissioner of CBP controls the importation of quota merchandise, but has no authority to change or modify any quota. Other government agencies, such as the Department of Agriculture, National Marine Fisheries Service, International Trade Commission, or the Department of Commerce (DOC), in conjunction with the Office of the United States Trade Representative, determine and fix quota limits.

Some quotas are global while others allocate specified quantities to designated foreign countries. Certain quotas are invariably filled at or shortly after the opening of the quota period. These quotas are opened officially at a specified time on the first workday of the quota period with procedures in place to ensure that all importers have an equal opportunity to simultaneously present their entries.  No importer may present an entry for a quantity in excess of the quota limit.

If the quantity of quota merchandise covered by the entries presented for the opening of the quota period exceeds the amount available, the merchandise is released on a pro rata basis (i.e., the ratio between the quota limit and the total quantity presented for entry).

Quotas not filled at the official opening of the quota period are thereafter administered on a "first‑come, first‑served" basis, that is, in the order that each entry/entry summary is presented.

Detailed information on quota quantities, quota periods, and quota allocations for the commodities listed may be obtained from Customs and Border Protection, Office of Field Operations, Quota Enforcement and Administration Branch, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Room 6.2-B, Washington, DC 20229; Telephone 202.344.2650; Email HQ.Quota@dhs.gov.  Additional information can be found on the CBP Website at www.cbp.gov.

absolute quotas

Absolute quotas limit the quantity of certain goods that may enter the commerce of the United States during a specific period. Once the quantity permitted under an absolute quota is filled, no further entries or withdrawals from warehouse for consumption of merchandise subject to the quota are permitted for the remainder of the quota period.

Importers may hold shipments in excess of a specified absolute quota limit until the opening of the next quota period by entering the goods into a foreign trade zone or bonded warehouse.  The goods may also be exported or destroyed under CBP supervision.

tariff-rate quotas

Tariff‑rate quotas permit a specified quantity of imported merchandise to be entered at a reduced rate of duty during the quota period. There is no limitation on the amount of merchandise that may be imported into the United States, however quantities entered in excess of the quota limit during that period are subject to a higher duty rate.  

If the importer has not taken possession of the goods, and elects not to pay the higher rate of duty, they may enter the goods into a foreign trade zone or bonded warehouse until the opening of the next quota period, or export or destroy the goods under CBP supervision.

Once CBP determines the date and time a quota is filled, field officers are authorized to make the required duty rate adjustments on the portion of the merchandise not entitled to quota preference.

COMMODITIES SUBJECT TO IMPORT QUOTAS

The Commissioner, CBP, administers quotas on the following commodities:

absolute quotas

Commodities currently subject to absolute quotas and/or visa requirements include textiles and apparel articles 

· Manufactured or produced in designated countries who are not members of the World Trade Organization – currently Vietnam, Russia, and Ukraine, and

· Goods from China classified in the categories below, which are subject to the bilateral agreement in effect through 2008.
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Controls are imposed and adjusted through directives issued to the Commissioner by the Chairman of the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA).

Information concerning textile import quotas may be obtained from the CBP web site http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/import/textiles_and_quotas/textile_status_report/.  Additional information may be obtained from the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20230.  The Department of Commerce, Office of Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA) web site has information at http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/.

tariff-rate quotas - htsus

· Brooms (9603)

Whiskbrooms (9603.10.05)


Other Brooms (9603.10.40)

· Ethyl Alcohol (9901.00.50)

· Milk and Cream (0404.20.20)

· Olives (Chapter 20)

· Satsumas (Mandarins) (2008.30.42)

· Tuna (1604.14.22)

· Upland Cotton (9903.52)

Worsted Wool Fabric

Presidential Proclamation 7383, as amended by the Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Corrections Act of 2004, implemented Title V of the Trade and Development Act of 2000 for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter II, U.S. Note 15 – Worsted Wool >18.5 Microns (9902.21.11)

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter II, U.S. Note 16 – Worsted Wool (18.5 Microns (9902.51.15)

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter II, U.S. Note 17 – Worsted Wool (18.5 Microns (9902.51.16)

Only importers having a license issued by the Department of Commerce or written authorization to use another importer’s license may import worsted wool fabrics under these provisions.  See Department of Commerce Interim Final Rule, 66 Federal Register 6459, January 22, 2001.

tariff-rate quotas – gatt

Presidential Proclamation 6763 implemented the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Uruguay Round Agreements, including tariff-rate quota limits for the following commodities (see HTSUS provisions cited in italics for detailed information):

· Animal Feed (Chapter 23, Additional U.S. Note 2)
· Articles Containing Over 10 Percent By Dry Weight of Sugar Described in Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 2 (Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 8)
· Articles Containing Over 65 Percent By Dry Weight of Sugar Described in Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 2 (Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 7)
· Beef (Chapter 2, Additional U.S. Note 3)
· Blended Syrups (Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 9)
· Canadian Cheddar Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 18)
· Card Strips Made from Cotton (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 9)
· Chocolate (Chapter 18, Additional U.S. Note 2)
· Chocolate and Low Fat Chocolate Crumb (Chapter 18, Additional U.S. Note 3)
· Cocoa Powder (Chapter 18, Additional U.S. Note 1)
· Cotton [Staple length > 28.575mm but < 34.925mm] (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 7)
· Cotton [Staple length 34.925mm or more] (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 8)
· Dairy Products (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 10)
· Dried Milk and Dried Cream (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 9)
· Dried Milk, Dried Cream, Dried Whey (in excess of 224,981 kilograms) (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 12)
· Fibers of Cotton (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 10)
· Harsh or Rough Cotton (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 6)
· Ice Cream (Chapter 21, Additional U.S. Note 5)
· Infant Formula (Chapter 19, Additional U.S. Note 2)
· Milk and Cream (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 5)
· Milk and Cream (Condensed or Evaporated) (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 11)
· Mixed Condiments and Mixed Seasonings (Chapter 21, Additional U.S. Note 4)
· Mixes and Doughs (Chapter 19, Additional U.S. Note 3)
· Peanut Butter and Paste (Chapter 20, Additional U.S. Note 5)
· Peanuts (Chapter 12, Additional U.S. Note 2)
· Raw Cotton [Staple length < 28.575mm] (Chapter 52, Additional U.S. Note 5)
· Sugars (Raw, Refined, Specialty, Including Sugar Cane) (Chapter 17, Additional U.S. Note 5)
· Tobacco (Chapter 24, Additional U.S. Note 5)
quotas established by special legislation or negotiations

African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA)

Presidential Proclamation 7350 implemented the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which established tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 98, Subchapter XIX, U.S. Note 2 – Apparel

•
Chapter 98, Subchapter XIX, U.S. Note 2 – Apparel From Lesser Developed Countries

Imports of textile and apparel articles under these provisions require an AGOA visa in order to claim preferential treatment.

Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication Act (ATPDEA)

Presidential Proclamation 7616 implemented the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication Act, which established tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 98, Subchapter XXI, U.S. Note 3 – Textile and Apparel Articles

U.S.‑Australia Free Trade Agreement

Presidential Proclamation 7857 implemented the U.S.-Australia Free Trade Agreement, which established tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 3 – Beef

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 4 – Creams/Ice Cream

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 5 – Butter

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 6 – Non Fat Dried Milk

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 7 – Other Milk Powders

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 8 – Other Dairy Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 9 – Condensed Milk

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 10 – Other Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 11 – European-Type Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 12 – Cheddar Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 13 – American Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 14 – Goya Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 15 – Swiss-Type Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 16 – Avocados

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 17 – Avocados

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 18 – Peanuts

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 19 – Tobacco

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XIII, U.S. Note 20 – Cotton

Imports under U. S. Notes 3 through 15 require an Export Certificate issued by the Government of Australia in order to claim preferential treatment.

Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)

Presidential Proclamation 7351 implemented the Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act, which established tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 98, Subchapter XX, U.S. Note 3 – Knit Apparel

•
Chapter 98, Subchapter XX, U.S. Note 4 – T-Shirts

U.S.-Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR)

The following countries are participants in the U.S.-Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement:  Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.  As of July 1, 2006, Presidential Proclamations have implemented benefits and established tariff-rate quotas for El Salvador (effective 3/1/2006; Presidential Proclamation 7987), Honduras, and Nicaragua (effective 4/1/2006; Presidential Proclamation 7996), and Guatemala (effective 7/1/06, Presidential Proclamation 8034).  For additional information, see HTSUS General Note 29; Chapter 99, Subchapter XV; and Chapter 98. 

Effective July 1, 2006, imports of textiles under Chapter 99, Subchapter XV, U.S. Note 15 require a Certificate of Eligibility issued by the government of Nicaragua in order to claim preferential treatment.

U.S.‑Chile Free Trade Agreement

Presidential Proclamation 7746 implemented the U.S.‑Chile Free Trade Agreement, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 3 – Beef

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 4 – Chickens/Turkeys

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 5 – Dairy

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 6 – Dairy

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 7 – Dairy

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 8 – Concentrated/Condensed Milk

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 9 – Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 10 – Avocados

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 11 – Avocados

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 12 – Sugar

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 13 – Artichokes

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 14 – Tobacco

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 15 – Tires

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 16 – Tires (Bus/Truck)

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 17 – Hotel/Restaurant Table/Kitchenware

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 22 – Fabric

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XI, U.S. Note 23 – Wearing Apparel

U.S.‑Israel Agreement on Trade in Agricultural Products

Presidential Proclamation 7826 implemented the U.S.-Israel Agreement on Trade in Agricultural Products, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter VIII, U.S. Note 3 – Butter, Fresh or Sour Cream

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter VIII, U.S. Note 4 – Dried Milk

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter VIII, U.S. Note 5 – Cheese and Substitutes for Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter VIII, U.S. Note 6 – Peanuts

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter VIII, U.S. Note 7 – Ice Cream

U.S.‑Jordan Free Trade in Agricultural Products

Presidential Proclamation 7512 implemented the U.S.‑Jordan Free Trade Agreement, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter IX, U.S. Note 3 – Dairy/Cocoa Products, Mixed Condiments

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter IX, U.S. Note 4 – Peanuts, Peanut Butter

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter IX, U.S. Note 5 – Sugar, Syrups

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter IX, U.S. Note 6 – Cotton, Cotton Yarn

U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement

Presidential Proclamation 7971 implemented the U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 3 – Beef

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 4 – Liquid Dairy

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 5 – Butter

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 6 – Milk Powder

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 7 – Other Dairy Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 8 – Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 9 – Dried Onions

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 10 – Dried Garlic

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 11 – Peanuts

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 12 – Sugar

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 13 – Preserved Tomato Products, Paste, Puree

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 14 – Tomato Sauces

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 15 – Tobacco

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 16 – Cotton

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Notes 17-61 – Wearing Apparel

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 64 – Textiles and Wearing Apparel

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter XII, U.S. Note 65 – Yarn/Fabric Containing Cotton Fibers From 


Designated Sub-Saharan Countries

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

Presidential Proclamation 6411 implemented the North American Free Trade Agreement, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

Imported from Mexico:
· Cotton or Man‑Made Fiber Apparel, Wool Apparel, Cotton or Man-Made Fiber Fabrics and Made‑Ups, and Cotton or Man‑Made Fiber Yarns (HTSUS Section XI Additional U.S. Notes 3 - 5).  A Certificate of Eligibility issued by the government of Mexico is required in order to claim preferential treatment.

· Orange Juice (Chapter 99, Subchapter VI, U.S. Note 21)
· Peanuts (Chapter 99, Subchapter VI, U.S. Note 16)

Imported from Canada:

· Cotton or Man‑Made Fiber Apparel, Wool Apparel, Cotton or Man‑Made Fiber Fabrics and Made‑Ups, and Cotton or Man‑Made Fiber Yarns (HTSUS Section XI Additional U.S. Notes 3-5).  A Certificate of Eligibility issued by the government of Canada is required in order to claim preferential treatment.

U.S.‑Singapore Free Trade Agreement

Presidential Proclamation 7747 implemented the U.S.‑Singapore Free Trade Agreement, establishing tariff-rate quotas for the following qualifying products:

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 3 – Beef

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 4 – Dairy Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 5 – Dairy Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 6 – Dairy Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 7 – Dairy/Cocoa Products

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 8 – Cheese

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 9 – Peanuts, Peanut Butter

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 10 – Sugar, Syrups, Mixes and Doughs

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 11 – Tobacco

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 12 – Cotton

•
Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 13 – Wearing Apparel

Imports of textile apparel under Chapter 99, Subchapter X, U.S. Note 13 require a Certificate of Eligibility issued by the Government of Singapore in order to claim preferential treatment.

quotas administered by other agencies

Watches and Watch Movements

The Departments of Interior and Commerce administer import quotas on watches and watch movements from U.S. insular possessions that are admissible free of duty under General Note 3(a) (iv), U.S. Legal Note 5 to Chapter 91 of the HTSUS on a licensing basis.  Information may be obtained from the Statutory Import Programs Staff, International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20230; Telephone 202.482.1661.

Dairy Products

Certain dairy products are subject to annual import quotas administered by the Department of Agriculture and may be imported at the in‑quota duty rate only under import licenses issued by that Department.  Detailed information on the licensing of these products, or the conditions under which limited quantities of the products may be imported without licenses, may be obtained from the Dairy Import Group, Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250; Telephone 202.720.9439.  Dairy products subject to licensing are:

· American‑Type Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 19)
· Blue‑Mold Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 17)
· Butter and Fresh or Sour Cream (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 6)
· Butter Substitutes (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 14)
· Cheddar Cheese (Except Canadian Cheddar) (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 18)
· Cheeses and Substitutes for Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 16)
· Cheese and Substitutes for Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 23)
· Dried Milk (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 7)
· Dried Milk or Dried Cream (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 8
· Dried Milk, Dried Cream, Dried Whey (up to 224,981 kilograms) (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 12)
· Edam and Gouda Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 20)
· Italian‑Type Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 21)
· Swiss or Emmentaler Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 22)
· Swiss or Emmentaler Cheese (Chapter 4, Additional U.S. Note 25)
NOTE:  These products may be imported at the over‑quota duty rate without an import license.
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